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1. We avoid infinite evil. As ‘‘the wages of | God have reason to sigh for ihe M,.\,‘m_n\monn L]‘mwth‘ Oh, what an accidentd The surviving
sin is death,” we escape the second death. We| pera, where there isi population, a3 | interest ‘lf“l A b m("[/,.m home to his poor mother, and i
leave the pollutions of the ungodly: we are not | to crowd the theator, the ball*#oum, the 11-“;-:"&'.0 ‘“ﬁ‘ “: 5 ‘-(()h mothor, Luurentce is deads he
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1. We become possessed of infinile ggod. Nob|cerely, but few can attend.” ; guish of ”““ ’;‘ lr‘lccdwllﬂ dete akor Mmitd
merely temporal good, but spiritualand everlast-|  pje 18¢h 1nst. we preached to a good avdieace sc‘}‘o.\mm? M'N C'jll ) ki e f'u‘v“pq & co‘(l, 1
ing good. We become the temple of the Holy | at the school-house of Bro. Johi Ditto. ~Hope | with pallid cnoc».mu gf\.:a y by :)n"' ~“‘v‘ |
Spirit, our hearts its eitadel,our minds its active| 5oq will be the result.  We et thiere juform- fn death. how great l:“» Lf‘y"[[' Bt) 3 l'if"11);) i \
agent ; we become possessed of a spirit of 10ve, | ¢y o an awful calamity that befel one of A3ro. | hours! How little \ve. L‘wvn;,.l W.x ?,1 X o t' ; o
for “God is love.” We joy and rejoice with| A vrepart'slitile boys. His oldest, addvely boy | house that he would return a Cm]l’si)-“ 'hu, 102 g
exceeding Joy in the sweet communings With| of'near 12 summers, was drowned. F.was visit- | dead, and now sleeps in the lonely grave.
the blessed Spirit. We have that peace which |, a¢ their house when the two little brotherst, Taurence wasa good boy. e was very care-
passeth all knowledge, and which flows as the dc!;mrted to a neighboring stream to fisH. JThe | r) to remember the Sabbath day to keep it ho- |
geBHe rain. ~\We.possess a spirit of gentleness, | gldest went in to bathe, and was persuaded. by |1y, He wasa very obedient boy to his parents,
which commends usramd the holy religion We| a4 hoys to go on beyond his depth. Soon he}yas kind and affectionate to his little brothers }
bear to the minds of otfers. We become en-|quiicand rose no more. What awful news toland gisters, » His schoolmates all loved him, |
cased in the breastplate of Tighteousness which | o dear parefits! Llow the poor hearts of theland came to, his faneral, and decply mouraed ||
will enable us to reverence the gommands of|,micted parents bled and quivered under this|pjsjoss, He will arise from death in the first |
Gl_)d,’ o beguio _po:so&sed of a rr1$01< "“‘.‘1 ‘1‘}101 terrible stroke! We preacbed the funeral dis-|pesurrection, at the last*tramp. Dear children,
spirit, godliness .wn.h chntpntmo , which isal . urse on the 19th inst. at Bro: A’s house to a ye who read this, beware whergyou go. Danger ||l
pearl of great price. We (""“‘:Y“Zf“t a,banner| 1o 00 and deeply interested congregation. The |ks in every place. . Where you think all is t;
unfurled with a l,l,"ly motto: ““Lovéyfo God and| yhole neighborhood turned out, and showed | herfact safety, death may be crouched to seize i
good will to man.” In the end asa fall realiza-| ¢, a¢ they all felt the shock, and deeply sympa- | vou asits ncx,t vic{im.*N‘evB(g'o wihere your pa- { ‘L

3 ‘ |
l
{

THE HOPE OF

ntages of Seeking the Lovd. So we felt rather encoura
had our shar®of hearers.

tion of all our hopes we will enjoy life=e{ernal thized with the bereaved parents. He NOW|.antg tell you not to go: I{em&mbw that your

YTiI. We become workers together with the il"&‘l’jl;“ Jesus, and will awake in the first resur- | oo oty depends on your strictiywobeying them.

Master in pointing sinners to the holy fountain | Sabbath and Sunday following we met at the 4
of all true joys; this honor have all the sathts. O| Douglas school-house and preached four times. [ YOUT brothers and sisters and playmates, aud be-
what a blessed privilege! Let usall then truly|Our congregations here were large, considering kind to them. Be careful about streams of water. “
scek the Lord and live close upifethe great| the short notice, The interest was excellent, Remember that water drowns. Do no evil at {
principles of right, that heavem’s richest bless-|and we trust that a good impression was made any time. Say no bad wordsand rem(jmber the |

Strive 188 besgood Christain ‘little boys. Love

ing may beours to enjoy. that will result in good. Two joined the church, Sabbath day to keep it holy. o ->
W. H. BRINKERHOEF. |one of whom was baptized. Live in constant preparation for thécoming of
La porte City Iowa. “B Our cause here has passed through some trials | Christ, and then if you are overtaken by death
’ and discouragements ; but we still hope that the |and have to be séparated from your dear parents, :
REPORT EROM BRO. SNOOK. trath will yet succeed in doing a good work. |brothers, sisters, and playmates, you may hope

We have good brethren here who are lights to |to meet them in the resurrection morning. May
the ecause, and upon their faithfulness much de- | God bless you and may you heed the advice we
pends. May God bless, and lead his people|have here given you, that when you come to the « |

I aM still trying to do all I can to advance the
cause of God. First-day, June 5th, we started

in company with Bro. Ga}tl‘ver.to ';;isft t‘llxe n_‘}}“j through to the land of promise. end of your mortal journey, you may regb as safe- | |
church near Vinton. The weather as “(‘5 e e ly in Jesusas ourlittle brothitr Charles Laurence, !
threafening ; the thunder rolled heavily all A WARNING T0 LITTLE BOYS. who on Thursday last was alive and well, and in | {
around us, and heavy rain fell to our right and less than twenty-four hours was sleeping in |

left, but we were spared from getting wet, when LiTTLE BOYs: AsI fv.mla friend to you, and
it seemed im possible for us to escape. Wespent| Wish you well, you will bear with me while 1 3
:;e night at gle hospitable home cl:f Bro. amli Sr.|give you a word of warning. You are young, the dark and dreary tomb. I 9-11’; \POUS* 'fl‘wnd.
Hunt, where we were kindly entertained. The and know not what is best for you, and many < + B BNOOK.
next morning we arrived safely at Bro. Spang- times want things that are not good*for you, 5 2 ke
ler’s, and soon were glad to meet with the breth- and wanb to go where you mightget hurts Your FRIENDS AND ENEMIES.—It was the saying of Lr
ren at the private dwelling of Bro. Calicult. We| parents are good and kind to you, and will tell {Socrates,that évery man in this life had need of {
had a very good meeting. The evening follow- | you what is best for you. They kuow what is | a.faithful friend, and a bitter cnenty ; the oce to
ing, we spoke to an interested audience at the) best for your good. You should mind just what'}advise him, the other to make him look: about -
school-house. Sunday, we held two meetings, | they say, and never go contrary to their advice. | h n dealihg with a friend. a man’ iS soften
and returned home. We are happy to report| By doing so you will fare well, and escape ma- | deceived ; but if hehave to do with an enemy, |i'
agood meeting, and that this little band is fully | ny dangers and sore afilietions. . ° i |then heiswary.of his proceedings, and plﬂcetbw![;
in the faith, and striving to overcome, and meet I will now relate to youone of the saddest affairs his words discreetly. Hence it is, that mueh ]
all the peopleof God in the Kingdom. that have come to my knowledge, I was visit- |good cometh by enemiés, and a good use mad
The 12th inst. we arrived in Keichsburg, and | ing a short time since at Bro. John Ayrehart’s, |of them. They are workmen that fit us and

began meetings on the Sabbath, and held until in Iiinois. His two little hoys requested per- [square us forGod’s building; they are the rods
Tuesdayevening following, Our meetings \Vcrcl‘ migsion to go to the creck to fish. The parents|that beat off the dust; aud the scullions that
not very well attended in town. We however, | granted the request, charging them not to go in | scour off the rust from our souls. Were it not
were pleasod to see that those w/o did come | bathing. On arriving at thestream, they found | for enemies, how could we exercise those excel-
were interested. We are sorry to realize that|some bad boys jn swimming. These mischiev-|lent graces of love and charity, of patience and
the ecity of Keithshurg is greatly deficient in |ous boys began at once to persuade these little | brotherly kindness? Had it not been for ene-
morals, and religious matters are very Jow in-|brothers to go in. Finally, Charles Laurence, i mies where had been the crown of arietdnmats
deed. We attended the M. E. churcn at night, | the oldest, of eleven summers past, weat in:| Yet further, enenies are the fire that purgeth
and were sarprised that though there was no|They then persuaded him into decp water assure- | the water that cleanseth the dross and ﬂlthiness'
other meeting in town, the seats were not filleq | ing him at the same time that he could wade it. | of our hearts, Much e\-ery way is the good thut
by at least threesfourths. I was credibly inform- Poor boy, he yentured too far! He was deceived | cometh by enemies if we make a right use of
ed that there was not a male member present. | by those that he never should have trusted.'them.—The Christian 3 &

death’s cold chains witbin the narrow cell of {




thatsuch things were neyer rega
inspired men: they ought not to
liever in inspired revelatiom.
wholly to heathenism. - They are
to the wisdom and power of God.
| Prognostics are natural, usually r
cations of nature working to a.Crisis
best undersjood‘by ‘those best acqual
the established laws of nature: as the
| ties of a particular disease are best unde
edueated physicians. I know of no ins
sacred writer using prognostics as si
special ¢ ts of providence. When God 'Sl)eaks
a is always in harmony with his own
ointments ; and when prognostics or Or.llens
e put in conflict with established and predicted
signs of divine appointment, they shot}lc‘i be
 promptly rejected as imaginaryand superstitious.
| Presage is a deduction of the understanding r?-
| spécting what may be hereafter, from what is
known of what is, or has been. It belongs to
statesmen and philosophers, but is not a sa_fe
guide in investigating prophetic truth. It was
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much practiced by heathen oracles, but canno T
be safely applied to the interpretation of divine e
revelation.

Omens, prognostics, and presages are often
indulged by persons of excessive rigor or zeal,
for their particular degmas and beliefs, but are
always detrimental to the investigation of truth.
They are apt to flatter unsound premises, and
lead to false conclusicns. " -y

| Signs are of divine appointment from the be-
ginning of the world. God said of the sun and |
of the moon and of the stars, “Let them be fc
signs and for seasons and for days and years.
An occurrence given as a sig y or ma t

appoint
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reckoning of time, and the
and were in that case to see
trees, he would know that
but he could not by that
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when foretelling their trival destinies, said, “The
“scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a law-
giver from between his feet until Shiloh come.”
The circumstances of the national authority
were at that time a standing witness—a sign—
| that the time for the appearance of the Messiah
had come. These were the signs of the times to
| which Jesus referred.
Why could they not discern them? Surely
they did discern them ; for the high priest said
to Pilate, ** We have no king but Ceaser.””  Herod’s
health was very bad before the yisit of the wise
men of the East, and tile disorders in his family
nded no good to the succession ; and when
ise men asked for him who is born K ng of
the Jews, and said, ‘‘ e have seen his stur in the
2 ing was troubled, and.all Jerusalem
with him. No wonder: to have an heir to the
throne of David, supernaturally announced in
guch a situation of the nation, very, very
ominous event! Had Jesus favored their no-
tions of the objects of the Messl
would haye united and made him
attention had been cal\gd to his p:
that mission of the wise meu, by the
John the Baptist, by the mission of the
disciples going two and two into every
and city in the land, by the inimitable wi
and simplicity of his teachings, by the mighty
works done by him, by his own claims to he
appointment by the Father, and by the Father

himself attesting his mission.
Why could they not discern t
times? A few things said by
explain the whole matter. In Jo
said, ‘““There was much murmuring
people concerning him ; for some said
cood man: others said, Nay, but he deceives
he people.” Again, many of the people believ-
ed on him, and said, ’* When Christ cometh will
0o more miracles than this man hath done?”’
beit, no man spake openly of him for fear of
e Jews. By another paragraph we learn that
{ greed that if any man did confess
be put out of the synagogue,
would be to make him an outlaw to the

pre

vangelists

. n, :l’esus said, “How can ye believe who
eive honor one of another, and the honor
meth from God alone ye seek not?’’ The
es said,  Have any of the rulersor of the
harisees believed on him ?” The high priest
jd, ““If we let this man alone, the Romans will
me and take away owr place and our nation.”
s office brought him almost royal revenues,
d he was afraid it would be abolished with
e extiaction of their national customs. They
idently thought that to acknowledge as their
[essiah, a person of so obscure parentage as Je-

; us of Nazareth, would subject them to the con-
§ npt of the Romans; and co it was: this
s Pilate’s motive in putting the inscrip tion

the eross, “Tuis 15 THE KING I TH

stigation.” Their policy did not save them
m the dreaded humiliation, butit showed the
lings they had towards Jesus the Nazarene.

ital 01t of the coming of their Messiah : how
n could they recelve s that person a man
foretold the destruction of their temple, an

e
‘among all nations :—a man
heir most cherished
To receive Jesus of
fal involved a” radical
rished national pol-

and most
» thiey blind-
!

theirown dispersion
who repudial me of t
customs and scutiments?
Nazareth as their Aoss
reyolution in theiram st che
ity! . Aginst this they daliber
determinedly set themselves 5
ly re jected ail the signs of the tim
Is there notamong the Proivstal nations and
peoples of the present day h of w slmilar
spirit respecting tlie second appearing. of the
Christ of God, and its effects upon modegn‘insti-
tutions? Three hundoed long years gjm ’uful
struggling, Pro.estants have maintal ed a vari
able conflict with the Papal pretensions-{o the
dominancy of the world, trusting that their
principles would ultimately gain the sscendap‘-
cy,and revolutionize the world ; and now, when
every thing in the political status of the nations
of Europe presages the fall of the Papacy, and
the reconstruction of society: to be told that
these are signs that foretoken the personal reign
of the Christ upon the earth, and that 1T will
break in pieces all these nations, and thus in-
volve all their favorite theories in a common
ruin—is more than the chief men of the clergy
or of the laity can receive! There isas deliber-
ate and determined opposition to this doctrine
among the chief men of this day, as there was to
the Messiahship of Jesus of Nazareth among the
the chief men of the Jews, in the days of his hu-
miliation. The prophetic signs of the second
advent are abjured by men who claim to be the
successors of the first Protestant reformers, and
by those who claim a church suceession from the
apostles ; and presages of the times are made to
suit the popular doctrine of the conversion of
the world to modern doctrines, and social re-
forms, and republican forms of government.
The conseqnence is, all the prophetic signs of the
times are rejected, and objects hostile to the
Kingdom of God cherished with unyielding te-
nacity. No wonder that the friends of the hope
of Israel are few ! But shall that few mourn, or
draw back ? By no means; let them hold fast
that which they have until the Lord shall ap-
pear. 8. Dy
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